THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE DAILY PLANS (METZLER)

DAY 1












(Nametags

(Metz Intro
(get to know you “machines”)

(”This course is called Theory of Knowledge/Critical Reflections.  You may begin.” 


-give students :5-:10 minutes to grapple w/this


-the pursuit must be yours


-take charge of your understanding of our world --active participant


-stop turning to some adult at the front of the room to guide you!

HW: Who Are You? –list 15 descriptors (e.g. male, catholic, athlete, Minnesotan, Hispanic)

Plus:  prepare for “Topic in the Hat” ( brainstorm topics for Friday

DAY 2












(Finish Metz intro (headline news, Socratic sheets, etc.)

( Books & binders (keep ‘em and read ‘em)

(Letter/syllabus

(class cheer (think on… “whatsoever…”)

(gum & oar(  preview binder & finish with aesthetics

(Share “Who are You?” in small groups


-our perceptions are influenced by who we are


-we need to acknowledge the built-in bias that accompanies this


-Surgeon=Woman & O.J. decision racial divide

Homework on next page(>

HW:  List 5 examples of your Bias/Baggage (e.g….


-Because I was raised Catholic, I believe Jesus was more than just a good guy


-Because I’m a good student, I believe a school building is a good place to learn


-Because most of my knowledge of black people comes from TV, I believe that most black males are athletes, actors, or dangerous 

plus, generate topic in hat ideas

DAY 3












(submit “Topic in Hat” entries ( pick one for Friday

(Share Baggage/Bias responses

(Social Styles/Birth order exercise (files)


-it helps to know our tendencies in group performance settings, too

HW:  For Day 5: Read “Intro Issues” or do TOK Essay Question & write 1-page journal response (find spot in journal/notebook that you can revisit as discussion dictates)
DAY 4












During attendance:  “Did You Know?” + “Railroad” ( we examine what we believe we know, but we must also examine how we came to know it and how we act upon it.

(finish Social Styles stuff

(List K-12: most important thing you learned in each grade


-How do you feel about your academic experience so far?


-Why have you followed this path?


-What have you retained?


-How much of this experience have you controlled?

(Decide 1 or 2 novels this term?

(Socratic Sheets

(Topic in the Hat ( 1st discussion!!

HW: next page(
HW:  Food For Thought reading:  Seminars Piece from Ted Ghering

DAY 5












(1 or 2 novels?

(de-brief notes on first discussion


-listening checklist


-use first names


-ok to go beyond the bell & beyond this classroom

-contribution grade:  don’t think of grade( it’ll come naturally, plus, we have written options

(Share Intro Issues responses

(List 5 things that you know (not “I know Bob”). ( or save for DAY 9  Discuss in class.

HW:  Read student “Ethics” essay ( discuss in journal a time when your reality was shaken or shattered (not Santa Claus, etc.)

DAY 6












(share/discuss “ethics” essay

HW:  Read Plato’s Allegory of the Cave  (note: it’s allegory.  What might cave, light, etc. represent?)

DAY 7












(”Whistling in the Dark” (why did I include this?  How much of our time is spent WITD?)

(Student to draw cave setting on board

(Discuss


-plot summary


-allegorical images & their representation (socrates’ life)


-who should govern? (plato’s philosopher kings)

HW:  read “Problems with Philosophy:  Appearance & Reality” –Bertrand Russell

DAY 8












(Discuss A/R


-write down most interesting, confusing, frustrating element of piece


-large group discuss

HW:  read DesCartes “Certainty & Doubt” + “What is a Skeptic?” (back of Railroad piece) + “Knowledge & Skepticism quotes” ( pick 1 & compare

DAY 9

 










(DesCartes prep exercise

-Write down a belief/opinion you hold firmly (religious or otherwise)


-now “set about demolishing it” like DC did


-point out its weaknesses/shortcomings


-intellectual rather than emotional exercise


-share

(Discuss Certainty & Doubt

HW:  read “What Can We Know?” (skip inset on “What is truth?”)

DAY 10 











(discuss “What can We know?”


-Justified True Belief (JTB)


-strong vs. weak knowledge (glossary: weak suggests humililty)


-“Map” metaphor

(Revisit “5 Things I know”

HW:  For DAY 13(  pick quote(s) from “Claims to Knowledge” & discuss why you find it intriguing/thought provoking

+ Man is the Measure: CH. 2 ( pay attention to Kinds of Evidence
DAY 11











(VIDEO:  Connections #1


-examine how questions propel us backwards/forwards


-consideration of things we take for granted

DAY 12











(VIDEO:  “Ascent of Man” #11 (see film notes) -OPL
DAY 13
 










(Discuss “Claims to Knowledge” responses

· write TOK on balloon, then blow it up

· as knowledge grows, so does doubt( more questions, things get fuzzier

(Discuss MM CH 2

DAY 14
 










*Topic in the Hat

HW:  Olen CH. 16 (JTB) by DAY 16
DAY 15
 










(VIDEO: “Tasaday Tribe”

DAY 16
 










(Discuss Olen CH 16 (JTB)


-everyone draw your version of the Justification Web connecting “There is peanut butter in my house” to “There is only 1 president of the United States”


-List the beliefs & connected beliefs, then place on the web
DAY 17
 










(VIDEO: My Dinner with Andre

DAY 18
 










(VIDEO: My Dinner with Andre

*Discuss

HW: “Confessions of a Former Cultural Relativist” by DAY 20

DAY 19
 










(Topic in the Hat

DAY 20
 










(Read Perception Quotes in class ( discuss

(Discuss “Confessions….”

HW: Read “Judas Priest” by DAY 23 (but there will be another piece of reading + specific journal given tomorrow. So get started)

DAY 21
 










(Stage teacher altercation to test perceptions

(16 squares on board ( How many??

(Fake book:  “How many think I can take this book off the shelves & read it?” ( don’t judge a book…

(What are your assumptions?  9 dots, connect with as few straight lines as possible ( did your assumptions put you in a box?  Lateral thinking…

(spider & fly

(VIDEO: Discover Psych:  Perception (:30)

(Laser Disc: Perceptual Illusions + eye witness testimony & planted memory

HW:  Read “In the Mind’s Eye” & do tree journal (assign poet, theologian, botanist, visual artist, city planner/engineer, economist for forest industry)

DAY 22
 










(VIDEO:  Brain Sex/ Sugar & spice (:50)

(discuss Mind’s Eye & Tree reflections

DAY 23
 










(Video:  20/20, Gender & Listening

(Blind Man Poem + Painters/Portraits (we see things differently, or do we?)

(Discuss Judas Priest

FFT articles:  “Hit Parade” (buried after Logic?); Urban Legends; Superstitions

HW:   For Day 25:  MM CH 7 + Year 2000 Name for a Decade 

FFT:  by next week, read “Some Thoughts About Seminars” (Kahn) to get a sense of how this should work

DAY 24
 










(”Another One Bites Dust” demo from psych ( power of suggestion??


-good follow up to Judas Priest (do we hear what we wish to hear?)

(Metz MTV video

-There are external forces (media) & internal forces (our personal bias, baggage, past history) that can shape perceptions


-Look at your nose.  Now ignore it ( we select it out


-recall eye witness teacher altercation & girl w/ umbrella ( we can
only attend to so much

(Video:  “Power of 10” ( there are numerous perspectives/angles (recall blind men & elephant)

(Any final perception discussions

DAY 25
 










(Metz read “Am I Writing Blindly?” (file)

(Video: George Carlin & discuss

(Discuss “Year 200” & MM CH 7

(Pig Latin demo

(Dagg’s Hamlet Demo (need helper)

(Video: Oleanna

HW:  “Propaganda” research for Day 27





What 20 words would you retain in the English language? Why?

 + Scan Language Quotations (for day 27 



)
DAY 26
 










(Finish & discuss Oleanna

HW:  See previous due for day 27

DAY 27
 










(”Who’s On First” play during attendance ( language is simple & a clear path to knowing, right??!!

(Quick response to language quotations

(Propaganda data and discussion

(What 20 words retained?

HW:  translate 1st stanza of “Jabberwocky” (need French, German, English volunteers to read aloud tomorrow)

DAY 28
 










(”What does ‘Sucks’ mean?” ( (from oral sex, verbal demeaning male on male initially) (  do we forget or care about word origins?  Do they inject meaning, or is it lost?

(Share “JW” translations (  

-Does language have structure, form, role-playing parts? 

-Does it need rules?  

-Can meanings be identified w/o knowing word itself?  Can we discern from sound, place, context?

(Share 3-language readings (Are certain languages better suited for tone?

(Define “good” & “true” exercise (see file) ( 3 groups, 1 word per group

(”Words, Not Words” (file lesson 7) ( NEED GRAPH PAPER

***Introduce Perception/Language essay ( review basic 3C criteria, but highlight how they must get directly to the point, give concrete support/examples, and thoughtful analysis emphasizing problems

FOR DAY 31:  Read “You Are What You Say” + “Talking About People” (Maggio)

DAY 29
 










(VIDEO:  Human Language #1 (:55) + discuss
DAY 30
 










(VIDEO:  Human Language #2 (:55) + discuss
REMINDER:  FOR DAY 31 ( Read “You Are What You Say” + “Talking About People” (Maggio)
DAY 31
 










(In class Read:  “Nothingness” (File( full poem, new copy; session 1&2)

(Discuss readings

(If time:  “Sex, Lies, Gender Neutral Pronouns” (p.99 MN Ed Journal)

HW:  Collection of Misc. Readings 

-Gift of Gab

-DoubleSpeak (scan & stop)

-Please Return the word Gay

-Compassion on Campus

-Thought Police (Scan & stop) ( could be stuck in Logic section
-Language & Thought ( could be stuck in Logic section
DAY 32
 










(Fun readings/non-gender

(quick propaganda/euphemisms readings

(When’s Essay Due?  Establish a date.

(Word Games (graphs + Wittgenstein’s Language Game( “good, truth, liberal, game”

DAY 33
 










(Stick Figure Exercise (“Sex, Lies & gender neutrality ( MN Ed Journal)

(”woman without her man is nothing” ( punctuate

(woman who marries but chooses to hyphenate name ends up with whose identity?  (husband’s, father’s, middle-maiden = maternal grandfather??)


-in patriarchal culture, does history of gender shape the present?


-can a woman ever “escape” the identity of male dominance?

DAY 34
 










(Finish Gender/Language discussion

(Discuss Misc. Readings from day 31

HW:  Read pp. 1-2 “Requirements for Logical Rigor”

DAY 35
 










(What do we mean when we say. “That’s Logical?”

(”Who Said That?” for fun

(Small group Syllogism exercise

(Focus Handout (Logic Test #1-#2)( in file

-importance of form and content in logical reasoning & how they can affect the building of knowledge

(Categorical propositions handout

(Walk thru Logic reading pp. 1-2 as whole class

(Divide & conquer the remainder of the packet (3 groups assigned to 3  sections ( read, discuss, prepare presentation for class w/ exercises)


-Arguments (3-6) ( use “Logical & Not So Logical” handout here


-Hypothetical (6-8)


-Disjunctive (9-11)

*Whole class will do “Try These” & “Argument Recognition”


*Presentations tomorrow

DAY 36
 










(Logic Presentations

HW:  Read “Induction” packet & come with questions

DAY 37
 










(Metz put misc. stuff on table (baseball, shark teeth, whip, etc.)


-What’s on the table?


-Why did I choose these?

-Induction: from the specific to the general

(Take 5-10 minutes to review packet, then we’ll discuss

(Discuss Induction piece

(Work thru Logic #1 exercise Sheet #1  then back side w/ fallacies

HW: read 1st part of “Informal fallacies” ( pick any two from big packet to share for tomorrow

DAY 38
 










(”Love is a Fallacy”

(”Informal Fallacies” + sharing of 2 each

HW:  Toulman + write an argument following Toulman’s model

DAY 39
 










(share Toulman in small groups (5)

(each group puts argument on board

HW:  For Day 42:  Peanuts Quotes, “What is Mathematics?”, “Math & the Search for Knowledge (Kline)

DAY 40
 










(T-4 /Questions Handout (tough questions we’ll ask of all disciplines)

(Video: “Math, Who Needs It?”

(Mobius Strips & handout

Tomorrow you’ll be asked to have a group create a 3-D model using mathematics (to be suspended from ceiling or wall, or stand on floor)
DAY 41
 










(3-D Models & presentations

HW: remember big readings for Day 42

DAY 42
 










(Discuss “Math: Search for Knowledge” & “What Is Mathematics?”

(Tennis problem & numbers chart

(String Handcuffs & puzzles

HW:  Browse “Joy of Mathematics” & “Mathematics Garden”

DAY 43
 










(Video:  П (“Pie”)

or

(Video: MC Escher

DAY 44
 










(Video:  П (“Pie”)

or

(Video: Ascent of Man (Music of the Spheres)

HW:  Everyone bring their favorite math puzzle or problem to share

DAY 45
 










(Share math puzzles & problems

HW:  finish reading for group discussions (Ishmael or Brave New World)

